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the age of seven they can understand the meaning of easy sen-
tences which they fail to read correctly through an inability
to recognize all the words. Thus, among the scores above, those
starred show a difference which is in the direction of weakness.
But some are not striking, and we may perhaps neglect all except
three. These call for explanation. The fourth pair of scores
(14 and 21) were of a highly-strung child who fell to pieces in
mechanical reading, and who could really do much better than
her score in this respect suggests; the twenty-fourth pair (u
and 17) were the scores of a newly-admitted child from another
school about whom little was yet known; the twenty-ninth
(14 and 24) were those of a child who had been absent more than
once for long periods on account of illness.

13. INFERENCES .FROM DATA DERIVED FROM THE USE
OF THE SCALE
In looking then at the results obtained by using the scale one
may find a great diversity of attainment between some children
and others, which is not altogether accounted for by differences
in intelligence, home circumstances, or long illness. The possi-
bility suggests itself that this diversity is due to teaching technique.
No one has so far proved able to stage a satisfactory experiment
which would show ihcontestably the comparative merits and
drawbacks of the various techniques of teaching reading in
common use. It is well-nigh impossible to secure conditions for
an experiment in which the teaching energy and power, the
intelligence of the children, the out-of-school environment, and
the time given to instruction have the same weight for the two
or more techniques to be compared. Moreover, apart from what
was said earlier about the desirability of postponing Phonic
instruction for most children in the earliest stages of learning to
read, it is doubtful whether any one technique must always prove
superior to another, whatever the age of the child or whatever
the out-of-school circumstances The only safe conclusion in these
matters is that as long as individual children vary there will be
room for a variety of techniques, and that a single technique
may have results that vary in effectiveness with the circumstances ,
of its use.
14. WHAT CHILDREN LIKE TO READ
From the results of research work at different times it would
appear that a certain progression may be traced in the sort of
subject which engages children's interests at different ages,
though they will always, of course, differ considerably from one